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Now that 

their bags are packed, it's time to ieave 
for the vacation, but how do they get 
there? Connect the dots to see how 
the Simians 7 _ .■ 

wiii travei. f^\/^ _ 


The Simian I 
Famiiy can't ^ 
decide what to 
pack for their 
trip. Help * 
them 

unscrambie 
the mixed-up 
words to speii 
different kinds 
of ciothing 
they wili take 
along. 


NPAST HRSTI 

SREDS ETI 

tL^ 

Answers; 

eit ‘ss9jp ‘ums 'sfUBd 


Now it's off to East Africa 
where their goriiia cousins 
live, but first the Simians 
must find their way up the 
Misty Mountain a 
Maze! Can . 

you guide / 

them to the ■il / . 

top? ^v( 


When the X ^ ’ 

famiiy arrives in ^ ^ 

Borneo they are greeted by their ' 
orangutan friends. Two of the orangutans are twins 
and look exactly alike! Can you find the twins and 
put a circle around them? 


Junior coliected a lot of different stickers from 
the many piaces that his family visited. 

_ ^Can you find the stickers that show 

^JCjj^-’^^^where the Simian Famiiy went 

vacation? 


Next Stop: The Amazon Rain Forest, where 
the beautifui goiden Tamarins live. But where 
are they? The jungie is so dense with trees, it's 
hard to see them. Heip the Simians and coior 
the three Tamarins hidden in the jungie. 


that was a fun 
'' ^ vacation! The 
Simians sure did go to 
a iot of neat piaces! 


Where will they go next 
. time? 



I3i 








(vJ^ 
























It’s natural to think your dog wants dogs. That’s why you can feel good about 


variety. But by constantly switching his food, 
you could be training him to be 
a finicky eater. The fact is, a 
consistent diet of one nutritious 
food is actually healthier for 


feeding your dog Purina* Dog 
Chow* brand dog food every day. 
With all the taste and nutrition 
dogs need. To make those bad 
eating habits disappear. B 


Purina Dog Chow Every Day. 
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^ PICKABUC 

Point to your 

>— fovorflfe 
bug on this 'Jtf. 

^ page. Now ^ 

point to all the other^$j|k 
j^ones ius|^like it. 

✓ 

^ Look closely— 

• some can fool 


1 : ^ * 
4 j^om the Editor 

7 Ciiii^olaKid^ , Si ^ 


t 
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18 Meet the Book ^ 
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FACT Vi 

^^^parts: 

^ a head, ><f 
^ thorax, and abdomen. 
They also have six legs. 
t / Spiders are not 

true insects; they 


e arachnids. 
Spiders have 

|| eight’^^P 


€ 

0 






# * 

PLAY IT) Mr. Beetle 

^oes St€f>pm’0ji]at 
27^Bug’s-liye View ^ 
40 Thrw;^ the Tall, TjA ^ 

Or&fMaze % ^ F 

23 Pi^-out I^£es: 

' Alon^ Came F 

Spider Game 
^8 Kids’ CrJiCtioiis ^ 
^ 42 Pai^|^t||^Pages ^ 

* .t * * ~ " • * .’ 


t. 


^ ... 

c 

# 












Here's one of my favorite 
bugs. Can you connect the 
dots to see what I've caught? 




poifflin 


POSTER 

GIVEAWAY 


H^’"^'^RACHELKORETSKYsSTEVEWHiTESTONE''“^i"RUSSElL 
f 1 DON BLUTH IRELAND UMITEDmj^/TioN 


COMING APRIL 12 


Name 


Address 


Citv 

State Zip 


Age 


READ 


77 I used to get 


the heebie-jeebies 
when I saw spiders 
until I met Miss 
Spider. She stars in 
David Kirk’s storybook, 

Miss Spider’s Tea Party. I’d 
sure like to go to one of her bashes! 

Bug lovers (and even squirmers like me) 
will love this full-length storybook in 
addition to Denise Fleming’s nature 
adventure, In the Tall, Tall Grass. 
Storybooks are at the heart of what makes 
Crayola Kids tick. Everything else within 
our pages—^the games, puzzles, and art 
activities—springs from the ideas and fun 
that originate in the books. Children five 
and under can have a high-flying time 


reading the books with 
grown-ups. They also may 
need help with the craft 
projects like “Eeek! 
Spiders” and the “Who Is 
That Bug?” masks. Kids 
six and up can buzz along 
on their own with just a 
bit of help from an older 
bee. In our Parents’ Pages, 
you’ll read about fun 
parties, nature activities, 
travel, and books. 

Let us know how we’re 
doing. We’d love to hear 
from you! 
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of a 

begins with 
small pebble. 

pen^ 

Coming April 12 
to a theatre near you 


t 
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Adorable 

CurioHS 3 Year Old 

Available for Playdales 
•Fri. at ll:OOain* 



W ON NICKELODEON 


Ailegra is a little girl puppet who wants to be friends 
with your kids. At home and in daycare, she meets the 
challenges of being a preschooler in fresh new ways - 
with imagination and humor! 






CRaVoLa Ki»5 

]Vfailbo:x^ 

I like reading your 
magazines. They are fun. I 
get them once every two 
months. I would like to 
get them more often. I 
like reading all the 
different stories and doing 
all the games and puzzles. 

Julie Akright, 8 
Perry, Michigan 
I love to draw! When I got 
a free issue of Crayola 
Kids I liked it a lot. So my 
mom got a subscription 
for me. I still like it but I 
think it should be more 
artistic seeing as it’s called 
Crayola Kids. 

Emily Bixby, 12 
Port Crane, New York 
I love your magazine, 
especially the activity 
“Bowl Your Family Over” 
in the Holiday 1994 issue. 

I always write to the 
people you interview like 
astronaut Ellen Baker. I 
like how the projects are 
not too hard but not too 
easy. 1 like the mazes, too. 

Heather Roa, 9 
Murrieta, California 
I just got my second issue 
of Crayola Kids. I really, 
truly like it! You have 
some great things in 
there. 

Tiffany J. Flanagan, 9^/2 
Willows, California 



Family Island Paradise 
Welcomes Preschoolers 


with Love and Music 
Mon.*Fri. at ll:30am* 



Let’s all go to Gullah Gullah Island! You and your kids 
are invited into the happy home of Natalie and Ron Daise 


*Eastem and Pacific time zones. Other areas, consuK iistings. 

©NICKELODEON 1995. All rights reserved. NICKELODEON/NICK JR., -fs titles, a^sT^aracters c i ro i - i ' nnrnM 

NICKELODEON Is a programmlr^g service of Viacom International Inc. 







© 1994 P&GCo. 




How To Avoid Seeing Red. 

WcAy pm- ]^j^g j.]^g same room with something red, and they usually end 

f up wearing it. But powder Tide® with Bleach helps you get the stains 
o?!K™on deegn out ond keep the color in. It has an Activated Bleaching System that 

removes many tough stains, plus special ingredients that help keep colors from , 
fading, wash after wash. In fact, the makers of OshKosh B'Gosh approve it. 

I Pretty bright idea, don't you think? I 

IF IT'S GOT TO BE CLEAN, IT'S GOT TO BE TIDE. 
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One lonely 
spider sipped 
her tea 
While gazing 
at the sky. 

She watched the 
insects on 
the leaves 
And many 
flying by. 

“If 1 had friends 
like these,” she 
sighed, 

“Who’d stay a while with me, 

I’d sit them down on silken chairs 
And serve them cakes and tea.” 



Two timid beetles—^Ike and May— 
Crept from the 
woodwork that 
same day. 

But when Miss 
Spider begged, 
“Please stay?” 
They shrieked, 

“Oh no!” and 
dashed away. 















Three fireflies 
flew inside that 
night, 

Their spirits high, 
their tails alight. 

They spied the 
web and 
squeaked in fear, 

“We’d better get 
away from here!” 

The little trio did 
not feel 

They’d care to be a 
spider’s meal. 



'1 


1 



Jr our bumblebees 
buzzed by 
outside. 

“Please come to 
tea!” Miss Spider 
cried. 

The four ignored 
her swaying 
there. 


She waved a tea towel in the air. 

She took a cup and tapped the glass. 
Then one bee spoke to her at last; 
“We would be fools to take our tea 
With anyone so spidery.” 























\^thin the 
shadows of the 
room, 

Just peeking from 
behind a broom. 

Five grinning faces 
bobbed and 
peered. 

Miss Spider 
smiled. Her 
heart was 
cheered. 

Descending for a closer look. 

She danced into the gloomy nook 
But sadly found those jolly mugs 
Belonged, alas! to rubber bugs. 



Some ants strode in, they numbered six. 
But ants with spiders will not mix. 

She brewed them 
tea from hips of 
roses; 

The proud platoon 
turned up their 
noses. 





















fine bouquet 
concealed its 
prize 

Of seven dainty 
butterflies. 

Miss Spider, watching from the wall, 

Was not aware of them at all. 



0 ^. 

If'Kfe, 

Her company 
Left her a cup 


1 he tea table was 
set for eight 
With saucers, 
cups, and silver 
plate. 

The cakes were 
fresh, the service 
gleamed. 

Yet no one would 
arrive, it seemed, 
in no demand 
for every hand. 























0 o 

!N^ine spotted 
moths kept safe 
and warm 

In shelter from a 
thunderstorm. 

They stood 
beneath an open 
sash 

And watched the 
jagged lightning 
flash. 

Miss Spider dropped down on a thread, 

A silver tray above her head. 

She’d hhped to please them, but instead... 


0 


They 


flew away in mortal dread! 



















1 hey’ve left me all alone,’ 

She dabbed her 
eyes and sadly 
sighed. 

“It’s plain no bug 
will ever stay.” 

Her tears splashed 
down upon the 
tray. 


she cried. 



Ten tiny 
steaming cups 
of tea 

Were perched atop 
her trembling 
knee. 

She sipped and 
sobbed, then 
heard a cough 
And turned to see 
a small wet 
moth— 

A fragile thing so soaked by rain. 

His wings too damp to fly again. 






















She smiled 
and took a 
checkered 
cloth 

To cloak the 
frail and 
thankful moth. 
They talked and 
snacked on tea 
and pie 
Until his tiny 
wings were dry. 
Then lifting him 
with tender care 
She tossed him 
gently in the air. 




The moth told 
Ike, then Ike told 
May, 

Who went from 
bug to bug to 
say, 

“There is no 
reason for 
alarm. 

She’s never meant 
us any harm!” 

So later on that 
afternoon. 

Assembled in the 
dining room. 

Eleven insects 
came to tea 

To share Miss 
Spider’s courtesy. 
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Twelve tender violets in a vase 
Presented at Miss Spider’s place 
Set by her chair, so neatly spun. 

She munched the blossoms, one by one. 

Her friends were 
glad to watch 
her feast 
Upon the floral 
centerpiece. 

It was a great 
relief to see 
She ate just 
flowers and 
drank just tea. 


THENEWMACAZINEKIPSLOVEiTWOffPRYBOOKS IN L 
»EVERY ISSUE, PLUS CRAFTS, PUZZLES, OMES AND MORE! 


PERFECT FOR TEACHERS AND DAYCARE PROVIDERS TOO! 


Miss Spider’s 
reputation grew. 

Before too long 
our hostess 
knew 

Each bug who 
crawled or 
hopped or flew 

And all their 
lovely children 
too. 


SEND BOX TO: 

MYNAM E __ 

Address __ __ Apt. # 

City __ State_ 

To order additional subscriptions: Please print name and addresses on a separate sheet of 
paper and return with this card in an envelope to; CRAYOLA KIDS™ Magazine, P.O. Box 
40042S, Des Moines, lA 50340-0425. 

SEND NO MONEY NOW - WE’LL BILL YOU LATER! 

MAIL TODAY! SUBSCRIPTION PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 

Allow 8-12 weeks for delivery of first issue. Add $6 for subscriptions to Canada and 
other foreign countries. Printed in U.S.A.©1994. Crayola®, and Crayola Kids™ are 
trademarks of Biimey & Smith properties, Inc., used with permission. jgjg 


Rush me an exciting issue of CRAYOLA KIDS™ Magazine and enter my 
subscription in my child’s name for one year (6 issues) for only $14.97! 

I save $5.00 off the established price! 


THE END 


































dining room, 
Eleven insects 
came to tea 
To share Miss 
Spider’s courtesy. 
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ill She smiled 
and took a 
jjHHl checkered 
cloth 

To cloak the 
^ frail and 
thankful moth. 
They talked and 
snacked on tea 
and pie 
Until his tiny 
wings were dry. 
Then lifting him 
with tender care 
She tossed him 
gently in the air. 
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RUSH! RUSH! 
NEW SUBSCRIBER 
ORDER! 






















Twelve tender violets in a vase 
Presented at Miss Spider’s place 
Set by her chair, so neatly spun. 

She munched the blossoms, one by one. 

Her friends were 
glad to watch 
her feast 
Upon the floral 
centerpiece. 

It was a great 
relief to see 
She ate just 
flowers and 
drank just tea. 


Mi 


liss Spider’s 
reputation grew. 

Before too long 
our hostess 
knew 

Each bug who 
crawled or 
hopped or flew 

And all their 
lovely children 
too. 


THE END 



















David J 

f Kirk wrote V 
and illustrated 
Miss Spider's Tea 
Party. He is now at 
work on his next 
book, y\ifss 
k Spider's / 

Wedding. 


WHAT 

W WERE ^ 
W YOU LIKE ^ 
f AS A CHILD? 1 

When I was 
five, I played 
with all kinds of 
reptiles because I 
grew up next to a 
creek. I also raised 
tadpoles and had 
snakes and turtles 
for pets. I had a 
toy robot 
collection, too. / 
My favorite / 
i book was 
t called Rocket i 
^ to the A 
Moon. 


WHAT 
DO YOU LIKE 
^ MOST ABOUT ^ 
YOUR WORK? 

I like writing for kids 
because they’re 
interested in the same 
sorts of things I like. It’s 
fun to sit and paint. I 
also like getting to 
k work on ideas I’ve / 
thought of. . 


how^*I||H 

y DID YOU ^ 
AiVAKE YOUR 
DRAWINGS FOR 
THIS BOOK? 

After I sketched the 
pictures, I finished 
them by using oil 
paints on white 
paper. 


WHATDID YOU WANTTO BE 
WHEN YOU CREW UP? 

Lots of different things! When I was very young, some¬ 
times I wanted to be a fluffy bunny, and sometimes a rocket 
ship. When I was in my early teens, I wanted to be an auto 
mechanic. Then, when I was in high school, I decided 
to be an artist. My older brother, Daniel, is also 
an artist. He inspired me. 








ideas and 
pictures. Use 
the next two 
pages to create 
your letter and 
drawings. 
When you're 
done, mail 
them to: 

David Kirk 
Crayola Kids 
1912 Grand 
Avenue 
Des Moines, 
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DEARA\R. KIRK, 

If I gave a tea party for bugs, this is what it 
would look like: 






























when I grow up, I want to be a _ 

Here's a drawing of me when I grow up: 


STEP 1: Color and 
cut out the 
fireflies on the 
next page. 

STEP 2: Tear out 
grass blades from 
green construction 
paper. 

STEP 3: Glue 
"grass" onto 
black construction 
paper. 

STEP 4: Glue 
fireflies to black 
construction 
paper. 

STEP 5: Ask an 
adult to help you 
poke a hole with 
a pen or pencil at 
the back end of 
each firefly. 

STEP 6: Your 
finished poster 
can be taped onto 
a bright window, 
or it can be curled 
into a tube to fit 
over a flashlight. 


WHAT 

YOU'LL NEED: 
Black construction 
paper 

Green 

construction 
paper 
Glue 
Scissors 
Markers or 
crayons 

Pen or pencil 
Tape 
Optional: 
Flashlight 







Up the JNB^t 
AUith Fireflies , 


Make your room sparkle with a poster 
\ showing off these light-hearted 

and bright-tailed ...•**** 

*♦*,, critters! . 






















Eye 
View 


A mystery 
guest has been 
invited to the 
Annual Bugville 
Ball. To find out who the 
guest is, first name the 
six real-life bugs shown 
here in close-up 
views. Print 
each bug% 
name in the 
boxes below 
its picture. 

Then 

unscramble 
the letters in 
the green 
boxes to 
discover the 
mystery guest. 
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f Spiders 

BY KELLY MILNER HALLS 


Parts of spiders may be lurking 
.in every corner of your house, 
k Will you (heh, heh) moke them 
A at home? 


for skinny things to use 
os legs (like paper clips, 
straws, pipe cleaners) 
and round things for 
body parts (like buttons, 
bottle caps, pom-poms). 


"Tape 
or glue 
i parts 
r 8 legs to a 
spider. Make them 
funny or scary, big or 
small. Decorate them with 
stickers, paper, and paint. 
CAUTION: CHECK WITH 
AN ADULT BEFORE USINC 
SHARP OBJECTS. 


SHINY WEB: Just squeeze 
glittery glue on a piece of 
plastic wrap. First make 
lines that look like spokes. 
Connect the spokes with 
arcs of glue. As it dries, 
the web will pull 
away fram the 
plastic wrap. 

Hang web on 
a string in a 
spider-y spot. 


c R 















caterpillars lunch 


>\hummingbircls 
. 4 sip 















































RUSH! RUSH! RUSH! 

NEWCIFTORDER! 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 8618 DES MOINES, lA 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

CRAYOLA® KIDS™ MAGAZINE 

PO BOX 400425 

DES MOINES lA 50347-0425 


l.ll. 
























YES! Send a Gift Subscription I 
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good night, 
tall, tall grass. 



The End 

















That bug 
could be you! 

Pretend you're really 
creepy with an easy-to- 
make mask. Or hang it in 
your room to keep 
pests away. 


MOUTH HOLE: Put the mask up to 
L your face and mark where you want 
1 it. Take the mask off and cut or poke 
I out a mouth hole. 
f STEP 6: Here's the fun part! 

Use your imagination to come up with 
interesting pieces to attach os 
antennae, eyes, and mouths. Look for 
things that ore bright, shiny, twisted, 
or curly. 

STEP 7: With o paper punch or pen, 
moke o hole on each side panel for 
attaching string or yarn. To wear the 
mask, thread about a foot of string or 
yarn through each hole. 

To hong it up os o wall decoration, 
thread o piece of string or yarn just 
slightly wider than the mask through 
both holes. _ 


STEP 1: Flatten out o cereal 
or cracker box. With 
V o grown-up's help, 

\ \ cut off the bock, 

L \ jl l®civlng on both side 

VW Jv po*'®!*- 

STEP 2: Cut box 
into o rounded 
shaped for the m 

face, os ^ ^ 


^J|p^ " shown. 

STEP 3: Fold 
^ ^ the side panels 

lUf- yli down around the 
^ shape os shown. Tope 

them in place. 

■ STEP 4: Cut out and glue or 
I tope construction paper to 
F the box. 

STEP 5: With help from o 
grown-up, moke eyeholes 
and o mouth hole. 

EYEHOLES: Estimate where 
the eyeholes should be. 

With the mask AWAY 
FROM YOUR FACE, 
poke eyeholes 
with o pen. 


WHAT YOU'LL NEED: 

Scissors 

Empty cereal or cracker boxes V 

Construction paper W 

A Tope or glue 

Yarn or String 
Pen or pencil 
SUOCESTIONS 
For antennae: 

Pipe cleaners or chenille 
sticks; folded paper 
For eyes: 

^ y jar lids, egg cartoons, 

/ plastic bottle bottoms 
For mouths: 

Picture-hanging brackets 
(see orange and brown 
mask) or party favors 
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Readers 

really were antsy to 
share their bug pictures with us. 
Here's some of what we got. 






ARE LIKE VA/APIRES 

Angelica Colon, Age 10 
Jersey City, NJ 


Ashley Pfiueger, Age 12 
Philadelphia, PA 


CENTIPEDE 

Bret Hildebrant 
Age 8^/4 
Crystal Lake, IL 


A PRETTY LADYBUC 
NA/AED DIA/AOND 

Laura Farrell, Age 1 
Flemington, NJ 


BUCS IN THE SUN 

April Diane Baylon 
Age 9, Wahiawa, HI 


Patrick Dikhaus, Age 9 
Cliffside Park, NJ 


RED-LECCED LOCUST 

Rose Thomas, Age 8, Norman, OK 


THE BUCS ARE COA\INC! 

Jessica Feight, Age 5 
Rockledge, PA 














BUMBLEBEE 

Joseph Norton 
( Aged 

Liberty, MO 


At Crayola 

Kids magazine, we love to 
see your artwork! Send us 
your drawing of you and 
your friends playing by 
June 15, 1995. We will 
print os many pictures os 
we con of you and your 
pals having fun in the 
August/September 
1995 issue. Send your 
artwork to: 

Kids' Creations 
Crayola Kids 
1912 Grand Ave. 

Des Moines, lA 
50309-3379. 

Please include 
your name, age, 
and address on 
the back of your 
picture. Sorry, 
but we can't 
return your 
drawings. 


A BEE 

Anne Hale, Age 10 
Brooklyn, Ml 


FIREFLIES 

Kinneret Belzer, Age 8 
Los Angeles, CA 


A PRAYING AVANTIS 

Megan Kasprzak, Age 8 
Hockessin, DE 


BUFFALO TREE HOPPER 

Scott Kasprzak 
Age 1 1 
Hockessin, DE 


A 

BUTTERFLY 

Gillian Ellis, Age 7 
Reston, VA 

AMERICAN 
COCKROACH 

Lawrence Moorehead 
Age 7, Norwich, NY 


39 














Tl’yi,, ¥ail! Mtej ei 


Help Caterpillar go through the tall, tall grass to visit his 3-D friend in 
the stump. Find the 3-D creature by bringing the page right up to your 
nose. Stare at the stump, but don'^t focus your eyes on it. Then slowly 
move the page away from your face. It may take a while, but before 
long you should see Caterpillar's beautiful friend! 

Along the path, look for Caterpillar's other friends hiding nearby: 
> Ant, Fly, Grasshopper, Bee, Dragonfly, Spider, Firefly, and Ladybug. 







Create A Wok Of Art 
In 8 Minutes Flat. 


. Now you can make 
a real Chinese 
meal at home in 

less time than it takes to go out. Because 
Tyson Stir Fry Kits have everything you need. Fully 
cooked strips of marinated chicken or tender beef, 



plus chopped Chinese style 
vegetables, oriental stir fry 
sauce and fluffy white rice. * 

So serve something deliciously different 
for dinner. And get the satisfaction of creating a 
masterpiece in minutes. 


Stir Fry Kits From 

Feeding You Like Family. 


1994 Tyson Foods,Inc. 



Rarents^ 
page 



Want your kids' eyes to 
bug out in sheer delight? 



Ci Bug 

Rcirtvr*^ 



By Laura 
Collins 


Keep the 
preparations 
simple—and 
fun—so you 
can enlist the 
help of young 


Plan for loads of food, fun, and friends. 
Add every creepy, leggy, wing-y critter 
you can think of, and you’ve got 
the makings of a truly unfor¬ 
gettable party. We’ve got 
swarm of buggy dec¬ 
orations and treats 
to make—enough 
to keep your 
helpers as busy as 
little bees! 

Place cards 

Decorate solid- 
colored blow-out 
party favors to look 
like bugs. Leave the 
attached circular paper 
on them. For antennae, 
twist a pipe cleaner around 
each tube just behind the curl; 
secure it in place with glue. Attach the 
antennae to the front of the paper circle 
for stability. Glue two small black pom¬ 
poms to the antennae for eyes. Cut black 
pipe cleaners into three 6-inch lengths 
for legs. Glue the pipe cleaners, centered, 
across the wrong side of the circle, and 
bend them to form legs. Write the 
guest’s name on the circle. 
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Table treats 

To make a proper setting for insects (and 
party guests), cover your table with a 
grassy-green tablecloth of plastic or 
paper. 

Centerpiece: Slip a green (grass) napkin 
into a clear plastic glass. Fill the glass 
with jelly beans, and add gummy worms 
and bugs on top. Blow up a small bal¬ 
loon, attach it to a thin stick, and poke it 
in the center of the cup. Make a glass for 
each guest, and place them in a circle in 
the center of the table. 

Plate settings: Transform yellow paper 
plates into spiderwebs by piping a spi¬ 
der-web design onto the plate; use choco¬ 
late decorator frosting with a narrow tip. 
To make spiders, pipe white-frosting eyes 
on a chocolate-covered mint patty. Cut 
licorice whips into eight 1-inch-long 
pieces for legs. Attach four legs, one at a 
time, to each side of the patty with a dot 
of icing. Hold the legs in place until the 
icing dries. Perch your spider on the rim 
of the plate, securing it with dots of 
icing. 

Flotwore/nopkin butterflies: Place a 
plastic fork and spoon, rounded side up, 
at the center of a 6-inch length of pipe 
cleaner; twist the pipe cleaner around the 
flatware at the tops of the handles. Open 
up a yellow cocktail 
napkin so it mea¬ 
sures 5 inches by 
10 inches; 
gather the 
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wide wings. Center the wings behind the 
flatware, and wrap the pipe cleaner 
around them. Make a face with decorator 
frosting on the back of the spoon. 

Party hats: Decorate inexpensive plastic 
visors with pom-pom eyes and noses and 
pipe-cleaner antennae, attaching every¬ 
thing with glue. 

Buggy menu 

For the main course, serve sandwiches on 
round or oblong buns. Any sort of sand¬ 
wich filling will do (hamburger, tuna 
salad, cold cuts). Add lettuce for wings, 
carrots for legs, and pimiento-stuffed 
green olives for eyes. Use toothpicks or 
dabs of whipped cream cheese to hold the 
olives in place. 


To make a banana fruit fly, 

(pictured), slice a small banana 
in half lengthwise. Place one 
half, flat side down, on a plate of 
leafy lettuce. Slip six apple slices 
under each side of the banana for 
legs. Make eyes by securing grapes to 
the banana with toothpicks. Cut a 
maraschino cherry into quarters; position 
one quarter to put a smile on the face. 

Form ladybugs from scoops of ice 
cream. Place a single scoop of strawberry 
ice cream or raspberry sherbet in a serv¬ 
ing dish. Press the pointed tips of choco¬ 
late chips into the ice cream for spots. 
Cut black licorice into six 1-inch lengths, 
and poke them into the ice cream for 
legs. Add black jelly beans for eyes and a 
maraschino cherry for a silly nose. 

Party fun 

Garland caterpillars make a fun activi¬ 
ty as well as a take-home decoration. Cut 
construction paper into 1 !/4-by-7-inch 
strips. Next, suggest that the guests cut 


the construction 
paper into a 
variety of 
shapes, such 
as circles, 
squares, trian¬ 
gles, half-moons, and 
hearts. (Or provide precut strips 
and shapes.) Interlock the strips 
to make a string of rings, using 
staples or glue. Glue the shapes 
to the rings as desired. Add a 
face with markers. Allow 
enough time (15 to 20 minutes) 
for each child to make an original 
caterpillar. Have plenty of small, 
inexpensive tokens on hand, such as 
packs of gum, balls, marbles, or jacks, so 
you can award a prize to every guest. 
Give a prize for the biggest, silliest, 
creepiest, most colorful, and so on—until 
everyone has won. 

Hunt for butterflies. Cut oodles 
of construction-paper but¬ 
terflies, and scatter 
them all over your 
yard (or the floor if 
the party must stay 
indoors). Give each 
guest a small bag. 
Then ask the play¬ 
ers to line up in a 
row. When you say 
“Go,” the players run 
around scooping up as 
many butterflies as they can. 
Allow about three minutes. Young chil¬ 
dren can pick up the butterflies with 
their hands and put them into 
their containers; older chil¬ 
dren should scoop them 
up using only their 
bags. The child with 
the most butterflies 
at the end of the 
allotted time 
wins. As a varia¬ 
tion, assign a 
color to each 
player and then 
allow the player to 
pick up butterflies 
of only that color. 
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Garland 
caterpillars: 
a fun activity 
and take- 

decoration! 
Just provide 
precut strips, 
geometric 
shapes, and 
lots of extra 
construction 
paper. Allow 
1 5 to 20 
minutes— 
enough time 
for each 
guest to 
make a 
unique 
caterpillar. 
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They dance and flit and flutter through 
the garden in a glorious aerial ballet. 
Their colors and their fragile beauty mes¬ 
merize children, holding their attention 
like a magnet. Butterflies are one of 
nature’s most amazing accomplishments. 

Unless you’re living in the frozen 
Arctic, you can lure any number of 
North America’s seven hundred or so 
native butterfly species to your home if 
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You can lure 
any number 
of North 
America's 


hundred or 
so butterfly 
species to 
your home. 
Include your 
kids in the 
planning. You 
won't need 
exotic or 
expensive 
varieties of 
flowers. 
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you know what they like. Their needs are 
few—nectar for energy, water, shelter 
from the wind, sun to warm their wings, 
and a chemical-free environment. If you 
can provide these, even in a window box 
or in hanging pots on a balcony or fire 
escape, the butterflies will come. 

You won’t need exotic or expensive 
varieties of flowers. Butterflies are 
attracted to snapdragons and sunflowers, 
the kind you can buy at your local garden 
center. They especially like flowers that 
have clusters of blooms, like yarrow or 
Queen Anne’s lace, so 
they can sip the nectar 
from as many blooms as 
possible in one stop. 

That saves them flying 
time and energy. 

Butterflies will visit 
the most fragrant flow¬ 
ers first, so try planting 
varieties like heliotrope, 
mock orange, vibur¬ 
num, bee balm, and 
lilacs. Color is also a major consideration. 
Scientific evidence says they like purple 
best, followed by yellow, blue, pink, and 
white. So try pansies, nasturtiums, cos¬ 
mos, foxgloves, sweet Williams, and 
lupines. 

Butterflies like different heights and an 
informal look, so avoid manicured, 
clipped shapes and don’t fret about weeds 
here and there. (Often weeds are the 
plants butterflies like best!) A butterfly 


garden must be strictly organic. If you 
introduce a chemical to keep weeds or 
insects away, you’ll keep the butterflies 
away, too. 

And be sure to plan for shelter. A 
sunny southern exposure is best, but east 
or west will do. Lilacs, firethorns, or a 
trellis covered with morning glories, 
sweet peas, purple wisteria, or other but¬ 
terfly-friendly vines will baffle the winds. 

Place flowers in the open, 
sunny area in front of the trees 
and shrubs. Bury a shallow 
plastic bowl in the soil and fill 
it with sand and water for 
moisture. Place a few bricks 
around it and for special butter¬ 
fly treats douse them now and then with 
a bit of sugar water. Be sure to include a 
bench or large flat rocks for sitting so you 
and your child can watch the show on a 
sunny afternoon. 

Finally, don’t run off to the garden cen¬ 
ter to buy your plants until you have a 
plan. Your kids will be much more inter¬ 
ested in the garden if you include them 
in the planning. Make up a list of flow¬ 
ers. Include different colors, scents, and 
heights, and then sketch out on paper a 
simple map of your garden. Write the 



names of the flowers inside circles where 
you want them to go. 

Do your planting on a day the soil is 
moist—like a wrung-out sponge, never 
wet. If, over time, you see that pests like 
Japanese beetles or aphids have found 
their way into your garden, pick off the 
beetles and drown the aphids with a fine 
spray. In this garden, butterflies are the 
important insects. Then sit back with 
your child and enjoy. 









Being a little kid must be very confusing. 
First of all, you’re just learning the lan¬ 
guage. Then there are all of those mixed 
messages. 

Consider the two-year-old who has just 
independently taken himself to the bath¬ 
room, successfully completed his task, 
and pulled up his own pants. The adult 
in his life claps, smiles, gives him a hug, 
and says, “I’m proud of you. You’re such 
a big boy!” 

Minutes later, the adult hears a crash 
and comes running. The two-year-old has 
knocked over his big brother’s bicycle. 
“What are you doing?” asks the adult. 

“Ride bike,” replies the child with a 
proud grin. 

Then he hears, “You can’t ride your 
brother’s bicycle. It’s for big boys. You 
have your own little bike.” Is he big? Is 
he little? What is he to think? 

Six-year-old Annie has been learning 
that when she tells lies, she is always 
punished. “You mustn’t lie,” says Papa. 
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“You must always tell the truth.” 

Later that week, when they are shop¬ 
ping, Papa selects a new fishing rod from 
the store’s display. As they return home, 
he says to Annie, “Let’s don’t tell Mama I 
bought a fishing rod tonight. We agreed 
we wouldn’t spend any more money this 
month. I’ll tell her about it later.” 

What is the message here? Does Papa 
really mean for Annie to learn that it’s all 
right for parents to avoid the truth but 
that kids are punished if they lie? 

Jenny Rose, master teacher at the 
University of Charleston’s Early 
Childhood Development Center, says, 
“Children are very literal. They hear 


exactly what we say, not the message we 
mean to convey. The mother who tells 
her child, ‘I don’t ever want to see you 
hit your brother again’ will be astonished 
when the child hits her brother again a 
few minutes later. Meanwhile, the hitter, 
who made sure Mom was nowhere in 
sight, can’t understand her mother’s 
anger. Didn’t she do just what Mom 
said?” 

Center director Margaret Humphreys is 
concerned about a different kind of 
mixed message. “I watch parents with 
their children, and often the body lan¬ 
guage doesn’t match the 
words coming out 
their mouths. I’ve 
seen parents who 
smile when they disci¬ 
pline, and parents 
who frown and 
shake their heads 
with puzzlement 
when they give 
praise. I’m also 
upset by parents 
who ask a child 
about her day in school, then hurry the 
child out the door without listening to 
the answer.” 

Children aren’t born knowing how to 
trust, Humphreys points out. It’s some¬ 
thing they have to learn. “If they can’t 
rely on consistency from parents, their 
first partners in a relationship, how can 
they learn to build trusting relationships 
with others?” 

Life is confusing enough for all of us. 
Mixed messages aren’t necessary. Parent 
educators remind us to think about what 
we really are saying and about the hidden 
messages we might be giving our chil¬ 
dren. It’s never too early for honesty. 


By 

Barbara 
F. Barker 


Barbara F. 
Backer taught 
preschool for 
1 8 years and 

master's 
degree in 
early 
childhood 
education. 


45 









I remember 
the day I took her 
By Marge home from the hospital. She was all of 
Kennedy almost six pounds, and, to me, perfect in 
every way. I vowed to be the perfect 
mother, to make a perfect home for her, 
and to send her to the perfect schools so 
one way or the other, she could develop a 
perfect life of her own. 

Vlfor Icing 
the Bugs 
^^ut 

Promises made in those first few weeks 
after birth. I’ve since found, are the result 
of some outrageous hormonal imbalance 
and will not hold up in court. But six 
years ago, before things like homework 
fights and pudding marks on the walls 
overtook me, the idea of being the perfect 
mom of a perfect kid seemed like a rea¬ 
sonable goal. 

The first cracks in my resolve took 
place about 36 sleepless hours after our 
arrival home. It was 3 a.m., I think, and I 
was pacing with Caitlin in my arms, in 
amoeba-shaped meanderings, around our 
small apartment. One minute I was dron¬ 
ing “Hush, Little Baby,” and the next I 
was picking us both off the floor where 

THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON Tomthow untat; 

after I’d walked 
into a wall. We 
moved together in 
a heap to the rock¬ 
ing chair where we 
rocked, each tak¬ 
ing turns crying, 
until the sun came 
up. The next day, I 
read to her, from 
my already worn- 
out copy of Dr. 
Spock’s Baby and 
Child Care, that 
newborns usually 
sleep 14 to 16 
hours a day. 
“Why,” I moaned. 
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"My goodness, Harold....Nov\r 
there goes one big mosquito." 


“couldn’t she play by the rules?” 

Clearly, being a perfect mom required 
jusr a lirtle bit of cooperation from the 
kid, right? When she was three-and-a- 
half years old, Caitlin finally did sleep 
through the night. And with me so much 
more rested than I’d been in years, I went 
after this perfection thing with renewed 
vigor. Alas, real life again intruded, 
tracking crumbs and sticky handprints 
all over my plans. Perhaps, reducing my 
sights to “good enough” would have to 
be, well, good enough. 

We went along with my so-so parent¬ 
ing, hitting a kind of stride. The more I 
let go of expecting her to be perfect, it 
turned out, the easier I also could let 
myself off the hook. We were enjoying 
our slippery ride toward mediocrity. I 
accepted her delight in taking thirty 
minutes to put on each sock. That gave 
me the freedom to serve leftover pizza for 
breakfast. She got off with an every- 
other-night bath (at least in the winter), 
and I claimed the right to skip a bedtime 
story if it happened to be requested at the 
same time Seinfeld was on. 

Recently, it occurred ro me rhat our 
muddling through is not the stuff of dis¬ 
aster. At a gathering of parents and kids 
in our apartment last week, we all 
swapped stories of our failures, our kids’ 
shortcomings, our frustrations at falling 
short of the standards we’d hoped to 
meet and never will. “Just when we think 
we’ve worked out the bugs of raising 
preschoolers, they go and become big 
kids and it starts all over again,” my 
friend Molly, mom ro Jennifer and Harry, 
said. The kids laughed with us and at us. 
Then Jennifer announced to the crowd 
rhat, at that very moment, her mom was 
wearing a bikini under her woolies 
“because she forgot to do the laundry and 
all of her underwear was in the wash.” 

It was a perfect moment among good 
friends. And it was probably as perfect as 
things were going to get. 

Marge Kennedy is director of 
KidSmart Press and co-author of The 
Single-Parent Family, LMng Happily 
in a Changing World (Crown). 









Most of us adults approach insects with 
indifference or even a little squeamish¬ 
ness. Young children, on the other hand, 
are uninhibited and enjoy exploring 
every aspect of their world. 

Perhaps their proximity to the 
ground makes things that 
crawl and creep of such interest 
to them. And with the right 
encouragement, childhood 
curiosity can turn into a life¬ 
long interest in nature. 

Here are several activities 
you can do with your child to 
explore the incredible world of insects. If 
you belong to the lineage of the squea¬ 
mish, let me reassure you by pointing out 
that most insects are harmless and any 
fears will be easy to conquer with a little 
knowledge and experience. 

My 18-month-old daughter taught me 
this first activity. She likes to get my 
Peterson Field Guide to Insects off the shelf 
and look at the pictures while I tell her 
the insect names. Have cellophane tape 
ready to fix torn pages, but the fun and 
learning are worth it, as you and your 


youngster match pictures to names. 

Eventually the budding biologist must 
go into the field. I have found no way 
more pleasant than to find a patch of 



flowers, and simply sit still and watch. 
Walking frightens away most insects. 

Your backyard will do for starters, but 
a trip to a forest preserve or woods proba¬ 
bly will be more rewarding. Flowers are 
centers for insect traffic, and your vigi¬ 
lance will be rewarded by visiting bees, 
wasps, grasshoppers, butterflies, beetles, 
and flies. (I recommend not wearing per¬ 
fume or cologne on these outings.) 

For an even closer view of insects, 
you’ll want to capture them. A wide- 

Continued on page 49 
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Conquer your 
phobias with 
a little 
knowledge 

experience. 
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mouth jar (like a plastic 
peanut-butter jar) is good 
for this purpose. Bring 
along a magnifying glass 
or bug box. (Bug boxes 
are available for less than 
a dollar at museums, 
nature centers, and some 
bookstores.) Look closely at 
the specimens you catch and 
ask questions. 

•How many legs do you see? 

(Look for six on adult insects—eight 
on spiders, ticks, and mites.) 

• Do you see three main parts (head, 
thorax, and abdomen) on the insects? 

•Are there antennae? 

• How long are the wings and the legs? 

The more times you do this activity, 

the better you’ll get at recognizing differ¬ 
ent types of insects. Bring along a note¬ 
book and pencil to make sketches of what 
you see. Note when and where you made 
your study. 

Your child may want to bring a live 
insect home. That’s fine, but suggest that 
your child keep the insect for only a few 
days because it’s unlikely that it will live 
for long in captivity. A mayonnaise jar 
makes a fine terrarium. Punch holes in 
the lid for air, and drop in a moist (not 
wet) paper towel for humidity. Keep the 
jar out of direct sunlight! Flies, butter¬ 
flies, and many beetles enjoy sugar water 
for food; place it in a small bottle cap in 
the jar. Other insects eat leaves, and some 
eat other insects. The more experience 
you get watching insects, the more you’ll 
know about what to feed your pet insect. 

Other activities include planting cer¬ 
tain flowers to attract butterflies; pho¬ 
tographing insects; observing metamor¬ 
phosis—keeping caterpillars in a terrari¬ 
um is a classic experiment for all ages; 
and studying ant farms—they’re sold by 
several scientific supply houses. 

As parents and teachers, we can pro¬ 
long our children’s wonder about the nat¬ 
ural world. And when we demonstrate 
interest in a creature as insignificant as a 
fly, we also are transmitting important 
values to those we hold most dear. 


CAUGHT UP 
IN BUGS? 

If you'd like a list of 
books about insects 
for all ages, 
resources on where 
to buy equipment, 
information on 
collecting and 
preserving insects, 
and the names of 
insect-appreciation 
societies, send a self- 
addressed stamped 
envelope to Philip 
Porrillo, c/o Crayola 
Kids, 1912 Grand 
Ave., Des Moines, lA 
50309 - 3379 . 


Philip Porrillo is on 
entomologist at the 
Field Museum of 
Natural History in 
Chicago. 
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Most 200 S go to great expense to prevent 
contact between the animals and the 
visitors, but a new breed of zoo 
springing up across the country 
has a distinctly different 
approach. Butterfly zoos, pop¬ 
ular in Europe for years, have 
caught on quickly in America 
since their introduction in the 
mid-1980s. They range from 
simple greenhouses to elaborate 
conservatories, like the Cecil B. 
Day Butterfly Center at Callaway 
Gardens Resort in Georgia. 

At this soaring glass oasis, visitors walk 
among more than 1,000 tropical butter¬ 
flies in a lush indoor rain forest. LuAnn 
Craighton, an interpretive naturalist at 


the center, recommends reading about 
butterflies before you visit. Adult butter¬ 
flies are easy to spot as they soar through 
the air performing their courtship and 
mating rituals. “But,” Craighton says, 
“children who know about the four stages 
of a butterfly’s life cycle will be prepared 
to look for stages other than the adult. ” 

Youngsters will enjoy watching for 
butterfly behaviors like “basking” in the 
sun or “puddling” around moist areas. 
Butterflies need sunlight and warmth to 
become active, so midday is the best time 
to observe them in flight. Bright-colored 
clothing, especially lavender, orange, and 
yellow, seems to attract them. 

Some facilities, like the Insectarium at 
the Cincinnati Zoo, house both insects 
and butterflies. Gary Dunn, director of 
education for the Young Entomologist’s 
Society, suggests reading about insect 
camouflage, communication, and archi¬ 
tecture before you visit. 

“As children learn more about insects,” 
says Dunn, “they will learn to appreciate 
them and all they do to help our world 
function better.” 










To help you bond with bugs, here’s a 
sampling of some of the larger facilities. 

BUTTERFLY ZOOS 

Cecil B. Day Butterfly Center, 
Callaway Gardens Resort, Pine 
Mountain, GA 31822. 
1-800-282-8181. 

Fort Wayne Children's Zoo, 341 1 
Sherman Boulevard, Fort Wayne, IN 
46808. (219) 482-4610. 

The Butterfly Jungle is open from 
late April to mid-October. 

Cockrell Butterfly Center, Houston 
Museum of Natural Science, One 
Hermann Circle Drive, Houston, TX 
77030. (713) 639-4600. 


Butterfly Encounter, Musei 
of Science and Industry, 
4801 East Fowler Ave., 
Tampa, FL 33617-2099. 
(813) 987-6300. 


INSECT ARIUMS 

Cincinnati Zoo, 3400 Vine 
St., Cincinnati, OH 45220. 
(513) 281-4700. 



The Insectarium, Steve's Bug-Off Pest 
Control Company, 8046 Frankfort 
Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19136. 

(215) 338-3000. 

Washington Park Zoo, 4001 SW 
Canyon Road, Portland, OR 97221. 
(503) 226-1561. 


Most butterfly 
houses also have 
exhibits that 
show the eggs, 
caterpillars, and 
chrysalides. 


Butterfly World, Marine World 
Africa/USA, Marine World Parkway, 
Vallejo, CA 94589. (707) 644-4000. 


San Francisco Insect Zoo, Zoo Road 
and Skyline Blvd., San Francisco, CA 
94132. (415) 753-7053. 


Wings of Wonder, Cypress Gardens, 
P.O. Box 1, Cypress Gardens, FL 
33384. (813) 324-21 1 1. 


Orkin Insect Zoo, Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, DC 20560. 
(202) 357-2700. 










Picture Books to 
Read Aloud 

Old Black Fly by 
Jim Aylesworth, 
illustrated by 
Stephen Gammell (Henry Holt & Co., 
1992; $15.95). Old black fly buzzes 
through the alphabet in this wild read- 
aloud with splashy illustrations and a 
rhythm that invites participation. 

Eric Carle has created wonderful pic¬ 
ture books about bugs. The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar (Putnam/Philomel) 
is a modern classic in which a caterpillar 
eats right through the pages of the book 
until he turns into a beautiful butterfly. 
The book is available in a 25 th anniver¬ 
sary edition (1994; $17.95), a miniature 
edition (1986; $4.95), and a board book 



(1994, $7.95). Carle’s The Very Busy 
Spider (Putnam, 1989; $16.95) shows a 
spider spinning a web, too busy to play 
with the farm animals, until she catches a 
pesky fly. Carle’s newest. The Very 
Lonely Firefly (Putnam, $19.95), will 
appear in June 1995. 

In Mary Ann by Betsy James (Dutton, 
1994; $13.99), a little girl, saddened 
when her best friend moves away, is 
uplifted by a new friendship with a pet 
praying mantis. 

ANTics! An Alphabetical Anthology 
by Cathi Hepworth (Putnam, 1992, 
$14.95). School-age children will espe¬ 
cially enjoy the word play of terms con- 
I the word ant, with such charac¬ 
ters as Antique, Brilliant, and 
Flamboyant. 

Nicholas Cricket by Joyce 
Maxner, illustrated by William Joyce 

(Harper & Row, 1989, $14.00; paper 
$4.95). Nicholas Cricket plays in the 
Bug-a-Wug Cricket Band where the 
music is just so grand! 

Tiger Soup: An Anansi Story from 
Jamaica retold and illustrated by 
Frances Temple (Richard Jackson/Orch¬ 
ard, 1994; $15.95). In this colorful pic¬ 
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ture book, Anansi the spider tricks Tiger 
so that he can eat Tiger’s soup. 

Flit, Flutter, Fly! Poems about Bugs 
and Other Crawly Creatures, selected 
by Lee Bennett Hopkins and illustrated 
by Peter Palagonia (Doubleday, 1992; 
$14.00), is an appealing anthology with 
whimsical illustrations. 

Books for Beginning Readers 

Ant Cities by Arthur Dorros (Crowell, 
1987, $14.89; paper $4.95). This “Let’s 
Read and Find Out Science Book” 
explains how ants live and work together. 

Grasshopper on the Road by Arnold 
Lobel (HarperCollins, 1978, $13.89; 
paper $3.50). Here are six short stories 
about Grasshopper’s adventure. 

Informational Books 

The Big Bug Book by Margery Facklam, 
illustrated by Paul Facklam (Little, 
Brown and Co., 1994; $15.95), shows 
the annual cycle of a beekeeper’s work. 

Pet Bugs: A Kid’s Guide to Catching 
and Keeping Touchable Insects by Sally 
Kneidel, illustrated by Mauro Magellan 
(John Wiley & Sons, 1994; $10.95) gives 
clear directions for catching and keeping 
insects, as well as cautions about insects 
you should not pick up. 

For help identifying bugs, see The 
Audubon Society Field Guide to North 
American Insects and Spiders by Lotus 
and Margery Milne (Knopf, 1980; 
$17.50). 

A Creepy Crawly Song Book with 
lyrics by Hiawyn Oram, music by Carl 
Davis, and illustrations by Satoshi 
Kitamura (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
1993; $17.00) includes musical scores. 

If you enjoyed In the Tall, Tall Grass, 
look for these other books by Denise 
Fleming; In a Small, Small Pond (Holt, 
1993; $15.95), Barnyard Banter (Holt, 
1994; $15.95), Count (Holt, 1992; 
$14.95), Lunch (Holt, 1992; $14.95). 

For youngsters 8 and older (because it 
calls for using a blender), check out 
Denise Fleming’s “Painting with Paper,” 
a Henry Holt and Company activity kit 
that promises “papermaking fun for the 
entire family.” 


KIDS 











Herd's Cr^^t News fcr Cre^t Kids and fUeir Vavenfs 



FREE 

Km^^Mine 


NOTHtNC MORE TO 9UY, EVER 

A Compl^t? Monthly Cuidi to CUUdvoWs Intovtoivimont 

• Exclusive Magazine for Kids 

• Exciusive CD every month... up to 
10 new songs your chiid wiii love 

• Free Children's Entertainment 
Buying Service for Parents 

NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES 

MAIL CARp_?EL0W_0f CALL . 

RAtlro AAHS.i Kltl'$ ah4 CP 

□ Yes, Please send my FREE copy of Radio AAHS! Kid's Magazine plus my FREE CD or 
cassette. Bill me for just shipping and handling. Thereafter, I will receive Radio AAFISI 
Magazine and an exclusive CD or cassette every month. As a subscriber to this special offer, I 
will always be guaranteed the low monthly price of $3.98 plus shipping and handling for as 
long as I remain an active member in the program. I may also receive, up to four times a year, 
special issues guaranteed at the same low price plus shipping and handling. I have no 
obligation to buy anything ever and I may cancel at any time. 


to Rotlio AAHS.l 

America's favorite music 
network for kids has inspired 
the most exciting new 
magazine and CD for your 
family. This outstanding 
program is unlike anything 
you've ever seen. 


Cuv^teed 

Prot^on: 

'^guaranteed'tte 

shipping”and 
handling every 
month for both 


SiY_state_ZlB 

Phone_Age 

Signature:-(If under 18 parents.sign a tu re r eg ui .r ej ) 

Have you bought anything by mail in the last: 06 months Ql year GNever 
Do you have a credit card? □ Yes □ No 

We reserve the right to ask for additional information, reject any application, or cancel any membership. 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery of your first issue. Limited to new members: one per family. 

Local tax, if any, will be added. In Canada: $5.98 Canadian plus shipping and handling and GST. 


□ check here if you prefer your monthly recordings on cassette. 

Name_ 

Address^ 
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America’s fAusic Network for Kids—VT^se\\fs 



wftk NO oMftf^itfon... NO Rf5k..AND NOTHINC MORE TO ?UY, EVER 



Yoftf Krtl 

MerfMvimivif Ckidi 

A complete guide to the world of kid’s 
entertainment—music, videos, games, books and 
more. Interviews with artists, behind the scenes 
articles, and reviews of the most popular products— 
written by kids themselves. 



KttI 

Get the Inside story on what's happening in the 
world of kid’s entertainment. Be the first kid on your 
block to know about the hottest new stars, coolest 
TV programs, and brand new movies. 



A Mowtkiy 

te CkfltlwKs 

• Exclusive Magazine for Kids 

• Exclusive CD every month... 
up to 10 new songs 

your child will love 

• Free Children's Entertainment 
Buying Service for Parents 


Jfcst for Kftls 

Our "Just Kids" section is by and about kids. From 
advice to style, favorite pets to quirky collections, 
kids lead the agenda. Kids write In to tell us what’s 
important. 


Kid's Music 
Offer Ever! 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRSTCLASS^AI^^ERMITNa22_TAM^_F^_ 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


RADIO AAHS! 
KID’S MAGAZINE 
RO. BOX 61039 
TAMPA, FL 33661-1039 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED IN 
THE UNITED 
STATES 



Kftl's EitterUiwm^wt 

Chide for Parents 

In-depth, un-biased reviews 
of 75 new kid’s entertainment 
products. 

SATISFACTION 6UARANTEEP 

Simply call the toll-free number or fill out 
and return the attached reply card for 
your free copy of Radio AAHSI Kid's 
Magazine and your FREE CD. Listen to 
the music and read the magazine with 
your child, if you're not completely 
satisfied for any reason at all, return 


l..ll.nll..lln.ll.Mr..nil.11.1.1. .1 n 1.1 


them with no further obligation. 










































healthy though not overwhelming dose 
of straightforward science. The weakest 
part of this adventure is the interactive 
storybook. Forced rhyming text is narrat¬ 
ed while small animations play in the 
background. All in all, though, this is a 
thorough expedition—one bound to lead 
youngsters to additional reading and 
even backyard exploration. 


Intnxludnq a snack that 
wiqql^i^i^quirms 
morpftanM 



There’s something for 
almost “everybuggy” in 
Bug Adventure 
(Knowledge 
Adventure, 1-800-542- 
4240, floppy disk and MFC 
CD-ROM, ages 3-8), a trip into 
the world of insects. 

Great rewards come to those who per¬ 
severe through a somewhat tricky instal¬ 
lation process. The opening video 
sequence shows—from all angles—a busy 
bee in flight, all the while leading 
users to the main menu of activi¬ 
ties. Two pleasing features 
throughout the disk are an inven¬ 
tive musical score that ranges 
from classical to jazz, and dialogue 
bubbles that appear whenever the 
cursor passes over a hot spot. The 
bubbles offer everything from 
simple operating instructions to 
fun facts about the appearance or 
behavior of insects. 

The photographs and video clips 
are well chosen and mostly of high 
quality. A screening at the 
Honeycomb Theater consists of 
snippets of choice bug footage. 

The thrill of watching a sticky 
frog tongue snatch a cricket or a 
trap-door spider flip its prey is 
sure to remain a novelty with kids 
for a long time. 

An extensive Bug Reference sec¬ 
tion, which also contains a cross- 
referenced index, gives genus, 
family, and species in addition to 
information about habitat. 
Children may zoom in on still 
photos of bugs to get a closer look. 

And for a different view altogeth¬ 
er, they can use the 3-D glasses 
provided to examine several bugs 
in the 3-D Bug Basement. Games 
such as Who Am I? and Can You 
Find Me? combine the disk’s 
library of graphics with facts to 
create quizzes for the curious. 

Such insect-world concepts as 
division of labor and metamorpho¬ 
sis are reinforced through both 
words and pictures, delivering a 












Question: 
My fifth grader 


B|f still wants me to read aloud to him 

Starcn at night. Isn't he a little old for this? 

BfCifoS#oir Marcee S., Victor-ville, California 

Children are never too old to hear books 
read aloud. The only time I would sug¬ 
gest not reading to your son is when his 
date to the senior prom is standing there 
and he’s trying to pin on a corsage. 
Unfortunately, many parents stop 
reading aloud to their children 
Steven as soon as the kids are able 

Bialostok, to read on their own. 

shown here Reading aloud tc 

wth his son children continues to 

Ethan, 3, is nurture their love of 

the author of literature. (One of my 
Raising greatest joys is listen- 

Readers: ing to writers read 

Helping Your their own works.) We 
Child to are living in a time in 

Literacy, which children are 

published by exposed to many other 

Peguis forms of entertainment— 

Publishers. videos, computer games, and so on. 

As parents, we must present reading as 
an entertainment option, too. Forcing 
children to read for twenty minutes a day 
doesn’t make sense. Imagine forcing a 
child to watch television! We can keep 
books competitive with other forms of 
entertainment just by maintaining a 
nightly read-aloud time. 

As children get older, expose them to 
various kinds of literature. Giving them 
the “language” of literature before they 
encounter it independently is very help- 
Please send ful. In my high school English class, 
your questions, everyone had to take turns reading Romeo 
comments, and and Juliet out loud. We could pronounce 
concerns about the words, but we couldn’t understand 
reading to the the play. No one had ever read 
author, c/o Shakespeare to us. I’m not suggesting 

Crayola Kids, that parents run out and buy the com- 
1912 Grand plete works of William Shakespeare, but 

Avenue, Des I do urge them to read a wide variety of 

Moines lA literature to their children. 

50309-3379. Finally, hearing a book read aloud can 

encourage a child to read it independent¬ 
ly, just as the popularity of a movie often 
prompts the reprinting of its book for a 



new generation of readers. 

Leave the book you’ve shared with your 
child on the nightstand. But don’t be 
surprised if he loses a little sleep. 

when listening to our second-grade 
son read aloud, we notice that he 
sometimes makes mistakes. Should 
we correct him? 

Susan C. and Tom F., 
Altaville, California 

seitA,... 

The purpose of reading is to 
understand. Schools call 
V^this comprehension— 
and they test for it. For 
example, you might 
have read something 
like this on your 
child’s report card: 
“Alex reads well but 
does not understand 
what he’s reading.” The 
truth is, no matter how 
fluently Alex reads the 
story, if he doesn’t understand 
it, he’s not reading well. 

More than anything else, good readers 
try to make sense out of what they are 
reading. It’s quite common for a child to 
understand what he’s reading, and at the 
same time leave words out, insert words 
that aren’t there, and even change words. 
Adults often do the same thing. No one 
wants to be corrected at every mistake, 
especially if the mistake doesn’t change 
the meaning of the story. When mistakes 
do change the meaning (e.g., reading 
“house” for “horse”), parents should focus 
the child’s attention on understanding. In 
a nonthreatening way, ask, “Did that 
make sense?” Suggest going back and 
rereading the sentence, keeping in mind 
the ideas you’ve already discussed. 

Avoid the suggestion to “sound it out.” 
Phonics can be helpful, but overusing 
that approach can interfere with a child’s 
understanding, even if the reading 
sounds fluent. I know a third grader who, 
after reading a story fluently, was asked 
what the story was about. “How do you 
expect me to know that?” she said. “I was 
concentrating on the words.” 
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Kids draw the craziest things. And now you can have their artwork recreated on custom t-shirts, 
sweatshirts, caps, mugs, and totes. Each with your child’s color artwork and the logo. 


Adult T-Shirt 100% Cotton (M,Lpa) 16.95 Poplin White Cap 14,95 

Youth T-Shirt 100% Cotton (M,L,XL) 14.95 Vinyl White Mouse Pad 9.95 

White 50/50 Sweatshirt Adult (M,LW 24.95 Natural Fahric Tote Bag 12’’x 12"x4" 12.95 

While 50/50 Sweatshirt Youth (M,W 19.95 Ceramic Mug 16.95 


OMcripthNi 

Size 

Oly 

Price 

Total 





















Note: Enclose your child's original color artwork 
with your order. Artwork will he returned with 
your shipment. Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

MmTu 

(MOoR»y)M7S% 


aSISSlling 

$3.50 

Grand Total 



Address____ 

City_ . State __ , Zip ^ 

Daytime Phone ( I _ 

METHOD OF PAYMENT (please check one): 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD □ CHECK or MONEY ORDER (payable to MMI) 

All payments billed through Mid-America Merchandising Inc. (MM!) 

L-..,l.-.l,..,l . 1 I I I I I 1—,l..l, .,1 ,.l I I I I I 

Signature_ I I I I I 

(Required forcharge orders) EXP. DATE ' 

SEND ORDER TO: Crayola Kids, Mid-America Merchandising, 

204 West Third Street, Kansas City, MO 64105 


Draw it.V\fear it. 
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^let ChluJi^E. Chf 


^e 5 e 
falnilyA 
Tb ^i^J^elodeoii^ ^ 


sJi^epstakeS 


\ ^HOVf Jff «N me DK KED NAT’TO NKAflOPEoH IKEA5URE mwi 
yifYOU HAVE TO DO 15 (OME IMTO (HWA E. (HEE5E'5 AND Sm 'Or' 
A CHANCE TO WIN A fANIlY CKUI5E TO fflE MHANA5. NOT ONEYm: 
YOUR RID5 HAVE A 0EA5T AT CHUCR E. CHEE5E'5, fflEY CAN WIN All KIND5 
OF GREAT rRIZE5, lilUDING THE CHANCE TO HUNT FOR TREA5URE/ 
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premiere toon 


ultroduciil^ 
Worid Premiere Toons 


One channel. 48 original 
never-before-seen cartoons 
featuring dozens of new characters. 
It's never happened before, and it's 
ly happening on the Cartoon Network. 
TOON IN! 


only 


I 

I 










